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KENNETH W. STARR, SOLICITOR GENERAL.
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NOTES

1The Honorable Clarence Thomas, of Georgia, formerly a Judge of the
United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit, was
nominated by President Bush on July 1, 1991, to be an Associate Justice
of this Court; the nomination was confirmed by the Senate on October 15,
1991; he was commissioned on October 16, 1991, and he took the oaths and
his seat on October 23, 1991. See also post, p. XI.

2Justice Marshall announced his retirement on June 27, 1991, effective
October 1, 1991. See post, p. VIL

3The Honorable William P. Barr, of Virginia, was nominated by Presi-
dent Bush on October 16, 1991, to be Attorney General; the nomination
was confirmed by the Senate on November 12, 1991; he was commissioned
on November 20, 1991, took the oath of office on November 26, 1991, and
was presented to the Court on December 9, 1991. See post, p. XV.
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SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES
ALLOTMENT OF JUSTICES

It is ordered that the following allotment be made of the Chief
Justice and Associate Justices of this Court among the circuits,
pursuant to Title 28, United States Code, Section 42, and that such
allotment be entered of record, effective October 9, 1990, viz.:

For the District of Columbia Circuit, WILLIAM H. REHNQUIST,
Chief Justice.

For the First Circuit, DAvID H. SOUTER, Associate Justice.

For the Second Circuit, THURGOOD MARSHALL, Associate
Justice.

For the Third Circuit, DAVID H. SOUTER, Associate Justice.

For the Fourth Circuit, WiLLIAM H. REHNQUIST, Chief Justice.

For the Fifth Circuit, ANTONIN SCALIA, Associate Justice.

For the Sixth Circuit, JOHN PAUL STEVENS, Associate Justice.

For the Seventh Circuit, JOHN PAUL STEVENS, Associate Justice.

For the Eighth Circuit, HARRY A. BLACKMUN, Associate Justice.

For the Ninth Circuit, SANDRA DAY O’CONNOR, Associate
Justice.

For the Tenth Circuit, BYRON R. WHITE, Associate Justice.

For the Eleventh Circuit, ANTHONY M. KENNEDY, Associate
Justice.

For the Federal Circuit, WiLLIAM H. REENQUIST, Chief Justice.

October 9, 1990.

(For next previous allotment, and modifications, see 484 U. S,
p. viI, and 497 U. S,, p. 1v.)



SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES
ALLOTMENT OF JUSTICES

It is ordered that the following allotment be made of the Chief
Justice and Associate Justices of this Court among the circuits,
pursuant to Title 28, United States Code, Section 42, and that such
allotment be entered of record, effective November 1, 1991, viz.:

For the District of Columbia Circuit, WILLIAM H. REHNQUIST,
Chief Justice.*

For the First Circuit, DAvID H. SOUTER, Associate Justice.

For the Second Circuit, CLARENCE THOMAS, Associate Justice.
For the Third Circuit, DAVID H. SOUTER, Associate Justice.

For the Fourth Circuit, WiLLIAM H. REHENQUIST, Chief Justice.
For the Fifth Circuit, ANTONIN SCALIA, Associate Justice.

For the Sixth Circuit, JOHN PAUL STEVENS, Associate Justice.
For the Seventh Circuit, JOHN PAUL STEVENS, Associate Justice.
For the Eighth Circuit, HARRY A. BLACKMUN, Associate Justice.

For the Ninth Circuit, SANDRA DAY O’CONNOR, Associate
Justice.

For the Tenth Circuit, BYRON R. WHITE, Associate Justice.

For the Eleventh Circuit, ANTHONY M. KENNEDY, Associate
Justice.

For the Federal Circuit, WiLLiAM H. REHNQUIST, Chief Justice.
November 1, 1991.

(For next previous allotment, and modifications, see 498 U. S,
p- VI, and 501 U. S., p. V.)

*For order of February 18, 1992, assigning JUSTICE THOMAS to the Dis-
trict of Columbia Circuit for the day of February 19, 1992, see post, p. 1084.
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RETIREMENT OF JUSTICE MARSHALL
SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES

MONDAY, OCTOBER 7, 1991

Present: CHIEF JUSTICE REHNQUIST, JUSTICE WHITE,
JUSTICE BLACKMUN, JUSTICE STEVENS, JUSTICE O’CONNOR,
JUSTICE SCALIA, JUSTICE KENNEDY, and JUSTICE SOUTER.

THE CHIEF JUSTICE said:

Before calling the first case for argument this morning, it
is appropriate for us to note that today, for the first time in
twenty-four years, a Term of the Court commences without
our colleague Justice Thurgood Marshall sitting beside us on
the bench. Following his retirement this summer his col-
leagues on the Court joined in sending him a letter which
reads as follows:

SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES,
CHAMBERS OF THE CHIEF JUSTICE,
Washington, D. C., September 12, 1991.

Dear Thurgood:

Your decision to retire from the Court brings a sense of
sorrow to all of us. For twenty-four years you have been a
colleague, and for twenty-four years you have had an impor-
tant voice in the shaping of the decisional law of this Court.
We will miss your counsel in our future deliberations, and
will likewise miss the innumerable “tall tales” with which

you delighted us.
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VIII RETIREMENT OF JUSTICE MARSHALL

Everyone who sits on the Supreme Court will be remem-
bered in the history of American constitutional law, but you
are unique in having made major contributions to that law
before becoming a member of the Court. Your role in the
battle for equal treatment of the races would entitle you to
a prominent place in that history had you never ascended the
bench at all. You leave behind you landmarks from your
career as a lawyer, as well as from your career as a judge.

We bid you farewell from our common labors, but look for-
ward to your continued society off the bench. We trust that
retirement at this time will help you regain the good health
which is our wish for you.

Affectionately,
WILLIAM H. REHNQUIST
BYrRON R. WHITE
HARRY A. BLACKMUN
JOHN PAUL STEVENS
SANDRA O’CONNOR
ANTONIN SCALIA
ANTHONY M. KENNEDY
Davip H. SOUTER

Justice Marshall said:

SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES
CHAMBERS OF JUSTICE THURGOOD MARSHALL (Retired),
Washington, D. C., October 1, 1991.

Dear Colleagues:

Thank you for your gracious letter. As I read it, I was
reminded of the wonderful times we have spent together
both personally and professionally over the years. It has
been a great honor for me to serve on the Court, and I am
saddened that I must now give up the daily fare—the oral
arguments, the Conference discussions, the opinions and dis-
sents—that has provided me such enormous intellectual and
emotional satisfaction for 24 years.



RETIREMENT OF JUSTICE MARSHALL IX

More than that, though, I am saddened that I will no
longer have the opportunity to enjoy regular contact and
communications with all of you. Your warmth and collegi-
ality have been of great encouragement to me; I will miss
that—and all of you—deeply.

Although I will not take part in the work ahead, I am
hopeful the Court will meet the upcoming challenges, and I
am grateful for the time we have spent together. Because
of the bonds we have formed, I rest assured that though
my active service on the Court ends, our ties of friendship
hold fast.

Affectionately,
THURGOOD



APPOINTMENT OF JUSTICE THOMAS
SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 1991

Present: CHIEF JUSTICE REHNQUIST, JUSTICE WHITE,
JUSTICE BLACKMUN, JUSTICE STEVENS, JUSTICE O’CONNOR,
JUSTICE SCALIA, JUSTICE KENNEDY, and JUSTICE SOUTER.

THE CHIEF JUSTICE said:

This special sitting of the Court is held today to receive
the commission of the newly appointed Associate Justice of
the Supreme Court of the United States, Clarence Thomas.
The Court now recognizes the Acting Attorney General of
the United States, William Barr.

The Acting Attorney General said:

MR. CHIEF JUSTICE and may it please the Court, I have
the commission which has been issued to the Honorable Clar-
ence Thomas as an Associate Justice of the Supreme Court
of the United States. The commission has been duly signed
by the President of the United States and attested by me as
the Acting Attorney General of the United States. I move
that the Clerk read the commission and that it be made a
part of the permanent records of this Court.

THE CHIEF JUSTICE said:

Thank you Mr. Barr. Your motion is granted. Mr. Clerk,
will you please read the Commission?
XI



XII APPOINTMENT OF JUSTICE THOMAS

The Clerk then read the commission as follows:
GEORGE BUSH,
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

To all who shall see these Presents, Greeting:

Know YE; That reposing special trust and confidence in
the Wisdom, Uprightness, and Learning of Clarence Thomas,
of Georgia, I have nominated, and, by and with the advice
and consent of the Senate, do appoint him an Associate Jus-
tice of the United States and do authorize and empower him
to execute and fulfill the duties of that Office according to
the Constitution and Laws of the said United States, and to
have and to hold the said Office, with all the powers, privi-
leges, and emoluments to the same of right appertaining,
unto Him, the said Clarence Thomas, during his good
behavior.

In testimony whereof, I have caused these Letters to be
made patent and the seal of the Department of Justice to be
hereunto affixed.

Done at the City of Washington, this sixteenth day of Oc-
tober, in the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred
and ninety-one, and of the Independence of the United States
of America the two hundred and sixteenth.

[SEAL] GEORGE BusH
By the President:
WILLIAM P. BARR,
Acting Attorney General

THE CHIEF JUSTICE said:

I now ask the Chief Deputy Clerk of the Court to escort
Justice Thomas to the bench.

THE CHIEF JUSTICE said:

Justice Thomas, are you prepared to take the oath?



APPOINTMENT OF JUSTICE THOMAS XIII

Justice Thomas said:

I am.

The oath of office was then administered by THE CHIEF
JUSTICE and Justice Thomas repeated the oath after him as
follows:

I, Clarence Thomas, do solemnly swear that I will adminis-
ter justice without respect to person, and do equal right to
the poor and to the rich, and that I will faithfully and impar-
tially discharge and perform all the duties incumbent upon
me as Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the United
States under the Constitution and laws of the United States.

So help me God.

CLARENCE THOMAS

Subscribed and sworn to before me this first day of No-
vember, 1991.
WiLLIAM H. REHNQUIST
Chief Justice

THE CHIEF JUSTICE said:

JUSTICE THOMAS, on behalf of all the members of the
Court, it is a pleasure to extend to you a very warm welcome
as an Associate Justice of this Court and to wish for you a
long and happy career in our common calling.



PRESENTATION OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES

MONDAY, DECEMBER 9, 1991

Present: CHIEF JUSTICE REHNQUIST, JUSTICE WHITE,
JUSTICE BLACKMUN, JUSTICE STEVENS, JUSTICE O’CONNOR,
JUSTICE SCALIA, JUSTICE KENNEDY, JUSTICE SOUTER, and
JUSTICE THOMAS.

THE CHIEF JUSTICE said:

The Court now recognizes the Solicitor General, Mr. Ken-
neth Starr.

Mr. Solicitor General Kenneth Starr said:

MR. CHIEF JUSTICE, and may it please the Court, I have
the honor to present to the Court the seventy-seventh Attor-
ney General of the United States, the Honorable William Pel-
ham Barr of Virginia.

THE CHIEF JUSTICE said:

Mr. Attorney General, on behalf of the Court, I welcome
you as the chief law officer of the government and as an
officer of this Court. We welcome you to the performance
of the very important duties which will rest upon you by
virtue of your office. Your commission as Attorney General
of the United States will be placed in the records of the
Court and we wish you well in your new office.

Attorney General William Barr said:

Thank you, MR. CHIEF JUSTICE.
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